The Mystical Appeal

This passage emphasizes the intrinsic connection between
mysticism and religion, arguing that mysticism is the essence of

religion. Here are the key points distilled from the text:

1 - Pollution of Religion by Intellectualism: Despite the
increasing influence of intellectualism, which tends to 'pollute'’
religion, the fundamental nature of religion remains rooted in the
heart, driven by a mystical current rather than intellectual thought.

2 - Mysticism as the Soul of Religion: The passage posits that
mysticism is not a distortion of religion but its very soul. Without
mysticism, religion would be a mere philosophical construct

devoid of emotional and spiritual depth.

3 - Foundational Emotions of Religion: Religion is founded on
three intuitive sensations: the presence of the Invisible, the fear it
inspires, and the passionate attraction it exerts. These emotions
combine to create mysticism, which is essential for any religion to

transcend mere philosophy.



4 - Origin of Religion in Supernatural Phenomena: The birth of
a particular religion often coincides with supernatural phenomena
that defy natural laws. These events are perceived as miracles
and are essential in attracting humanity to the Invisible World.

5 - Communication with the Invisible World: \When humans are
drawn to the Invisible World by a force beyond natural order, the
World responds through intuitive communication, often
experienced in states of trance or ecstasy. These manifestations
are translated into auditory or visual sensations and form the
basis of hagiographies in all religions.

6 - Unsolicited Communication from the Invisible: Entities
from the Invisible World sometimes initiate communication with
humanity without a specific call. They often choose ordinary
individuals, frequently children, to deliver messages, usually
warnings or orders, often in significant places like caves, woods,

or springs.

7 - Role of Mystical Experiences in Religious Genesis:
Mystical experiences and interventions from the Invisible World
often mark the beginning of religions. These experiences suggest
that superior entities intervene in human evolution and provide

guidance during certain cycles.



8 - Great Instructors and Miracles: Founders of major religions,
such as Moses in Judaism and Muhammad in Islam, are
presented as direct recipients of divine will, evidenced by their
miracles. The lasting impact and expansion of their teachings,

despite opposition, are considered the greatest miracles.

9 - Limited Spread of Religions: The text notes that the
influence of certain religions is often geographically and culturally
confined. For instance, early Christian missions in the Far East
did not spread widely and were absorbed by local religions.

It's indeed an interesting observation that many of the world's
major religions appear to have adopted a more tepid or lukewarm
approach compared to their original mystical and profound

messages. This phenomenon can be attributed to several factors:

1 - Institutionalization: As religions grow and become more
established, they often develop institutional structures. These
structures can lead to a focus on maintaining order, orthodoxy,
and community cohesion, which sometimes overshadows the
original mystical and transformative experiences that inspired the

religion.



2 - Adaptation to Society: Religions often adapt to the cultural,
social, and political environments in which they find themselves.
This can lead to a dilution of the original mystical message as the
religion seeks to appeal to a broader audience or to align with

societal norms.

3 - Rationalization: Over time, religions may emphasize rational
and doctrinal aspects over mystical experiences. This shift can be
seen in the development of theological and philosophical
frameworks that seek to explain and systematize the faith,
sometimes at the expense of the more immediate and experiential

aspects.

4 - Secularization: In many parts of the world, there has been a
trend towards secularization, where religious institutions and
beliefs become less central to public life and personal identity.
This can lead religions to adopt a more moderate stance in order

to remain relevant in a secular society.

5 - Internal Reform Movements: Within many religions, there
are ongoing debates and reform movements that challenge the
status quo and seek to revive the original fervor and mystical

experiences. However, these movements can also lead to conflict



and division, which can further complicate the religious

landscape.

6 - Globalization and Pluralism: In an increasingly globalized
and pluralistic world, religions often interact with a multitude of
other belief systems and philosophies. This interaction can lead to
a more inclusive and less dogmatic approach, which might be
perceived as lukewarm compared to the original teachings.

While the mystical roots of many religions continue to inspire
individuals and small groups within these traditions, the broader
religious institutions often reflect a more tempered approach. This
dynamic balance between mystical fervor and institutional stability
is a characteristic feature of the evolution of religious traditions

over time.



